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Help and support available to the Armed Forces Community via FREE Forces Connect App

The Forces Connect App signposts members of the Armed Forces community to local and national organisations who can provide support.  This includes those currently serving, those who have previously served, family members and those professionals supporting them.
Over 10,000 people across the UK are already using the app, which was originally funded by the Armed Forces Covenant Fund and is now sponsored by The Shots Foundation, the charity arm of Aldershot Football Club.  It is completely free to download and use, does not contain adverts and requires no input of personal data.  
Details for your area already feature on the app and can be accessed immediately. This toolkit is designed to help you promote and raise awareness of this brilliant resource locally and encourage people to download and start using the Forces Connect app.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please share this messaging with your networks, remembering to include #ForcesConnect. If you have any queries please contact fcse@surreycc.gov.uk 
This Comms Toolkit contains:
· Social Media assets for Facebook and Twitter
· Email signature
· Digital screen images e.g. for use in GP Surgeries
· Link to short promotional film - https://youtu.be/XCHcIwT9phY
· Newsletter article
If you have any queries please email fcse@surreycc.gov.uk  
Social media posts:
Forces Connect is the free mobile app that signposts veterans, armed forces personnel and their loved ones to local support and advice. Download the app today by searching ‘Forces Connect’ in Apple’s App Store or the Google Play Store. #ForcesConnect.

FREE Forces Connect App links members of the Armed Forces community and those supporting them to local and national organisations offering help. From crisis support to starting a business, finding a dentist to housing advice. No cost, no adverts, no personal data. #ForcesConnect. 

The Forces Connect app is designed for serving members of the Armed Forces community and their families, veterans and professionals supporting them - signposting to support and advice in just four clicks. No costs, no personal data. http://ow.ly/fdNl50EFcya #ForcesConnect

The Forces Connect app is aimed at connecting and supporting the entire Armed Forces community and those who work with them, signposting them to relevant help and support in just four clicks... and it's completely FREE! Find out more http://ow.ly/fdNl50EFcya #ForcesConnect

Newsletter article:

Free app available now to support Your Local Area’s Armed Forces community

If you or a member of your family are serving, have previously served, or if you support members of the Armed Forces community then the Forces Connect app is designed for you.
The app links users to local and national organisations offering help and support across a wide range of services in just four simple clicks. From crisis support to searching for an NHS dentist, starting a business to advice on housing.

· No costs or charges 
· No adverts 
· No need to enter personal information
· Information updated monthly to keep it relevant and up to date
The Shots Foundation (the charity arm of Aldershot Football Club) are sponsoring the app for two years. They work with community groups and others to make a difference to local areas. Shahid Azeem DL, Chairman of Aldershot Football Club said, 
“As a football organisation based in Aldershot, the home of British Army, it gives us huge honour to support the veterans, their extended families and our vital links with military personnel.”
To download the app, search “Forces Connect” in Apple’s App Store or the Google Play Store.
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