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Partnership News Update – January 2020
Universal Credit
Universal Credit – Information for Landlords – New Guidance on GOV.UK

The following guidance was added to the Universal Credit Information for landlords page on GOV.UK on 30/12/19 -  

· Universal Credit Service Charges guidance for landlords - Information about Universal Credit service charge regulations for landlords

· Universal Credit Landlord Portal and Trusted Partner Scheme for social landlords - Information on the Trusted Partner Scheme and enrolment on the Universal Credit Landlord Portal

· Universal Credit Alternative Payment Arrangements - Guidance to providing Alternative Payment Arrangements for Universal Credit claimants who cannot manage their single monthly payment.
UC Statistics

The monthly statistics for 29 April 2013 to 12 December 2019 are now available on Stats-Xplore. They include:

· who have made a claim for UC to 12 December 2019

· who have made a claim and have attended an initial interview

· who are on UC at 12 December 2019
Information and Interactive Summaries are available on GOV.UK
Top Tips for Landlords

A summary of good practices and advice for landlords who have tenants on UC has been published on GOV.UK.

Housing Queries Routeway

The housing queries routeway provides guidance on how to resolve landlord queries about Universal Credit. It includes links to online information, as well as telephone numbers for specialist support and is available on GOV.UK.
Jobseekers
UK Employment Rates

Latest figures show employment is at its highest rate since 1974 at just over 76%. Unemployment is at its lowest at 3.8% with 235,000 more women in work than last year.
Employment Statistics

The latest statistics show:

· a new record high employment rate of 76.3%.

· all regions benefiting from an upturn in employment with a record high in the North    West to 3.55 million.

· 317,000 more women have entered work in the last year alone to reach a record high.
National Living Wage

National Living Wage (NLW) set to increase by 6.2% in 2020. This means:

· Annual pay rise of up to £930 for a full time worker.

· NLW increasing from £8.21 to £8.72.

· New NLW rate starts on 1 April 2020 and applies to over 25 years olds   

National Apprenticeship Week 2020 – England

National Apprenticeship Week 2020 takes place 3 to 9 February 2020. 
This annual celebration of apprenticeships will bring the whole apprenticeship community together to celebrate the impact of apprenticeships on individuals, employers and the economy. The theme of The Week is ‘Look Beyond’ and supports the aims of the Fire It Up campaign in reaching out to and showcasing diversity in apprenticeships.    

A series of toolkits are available on GOV.UK – with unique toolkits to support employers, apprentices, teachers and parents with their #NAW2020 planning.  The National Apprenticeship Week 2020 events map is also available, and contains a variety of #LookBeyond events that are taking place over the course of The Week. 
 

Further information is available on GOV.UK
Pension, Carers and Disability Services
Housing Benefit Bulletin

A bulletin has been published on GOV.UK which contains urgent advice and information for immediate action by local authorities. The bulletin is a summary of the judgement of the Supreme Court where the court found that the application of the regulations underpinning the Removal of the Spare Room Subsidy policy discriminated against disabled adults who are unable to share a bedroom because of their disabilities and disabled children who require a non-resident overnight carer.
ESA Underpayments

Update of progress on checking cases potentially affected by underpayments of Employment and Support Allowance on conversion from other incapacity benefits. 
Other News
Armed Forces Covenant

The annual Armed Forces Covenant Report has been published. The report outlines how the Government has been fulfilling its responsibility to ensure the military community are not disadvantaged as a result of their service.

The Armed Forces Covenant will be further incorporated into law over the course of this Parliament.
Troubled Families Programme

The Troubled Families programme was originally set to run for 5 years from 2015 to 2020. £165 million of funding has been confirmed for 2020 to 2021. The funding will be used to tackle complex inter-connected problems including unemployment, poor school attendance, mental health issues, anti-social behavior and domestic abuse.
Action to Eliminate Homelessness (England)

Over £260 million has been committed for local authorities to support people who are homeless or at risk of losing their homes. Over 300 councils across England will receive a share of the funding to support homeless people in their areas.
Revised Withdrawal Agreement and Political Declaration Report

The House of Lords EU Select Committee has published its report on the revised EU Withdrawal Agreement and the Political Declaration on future UK-EU relations ahead of House Lords consideration of the Withdrawal Agreement Bill, which starts on Monday 13 January.
Local Government Minister's Speech

Speech by Local Government Minister Luke Hall MP at the Local Government Association’s annual local government finance conference. Things covered include: funding to support work to reduce homelessness and rough sleeping, funding for Troubled Families Programme, plans for social care and an ‘English devolution white paper’ so that every part of the country has the power to shape its own future.
Benefits If You’re Terminally Ill

To support families affected by Terminal Illness and to move the department towards a more holistic service, a GOV.UK page has been published which brings together all the information they might need. It provides clarity on what we mean by a ‘Terminal Illness’, understanding medical evidence, benefit calculators so families can assess eligibility for support and links to the appropriate benefit information and claims processes through to external organisations who can provide a deeper holistic service.

The page is located here - https://www.gov.uk/benefits-if-youre-terminally-ill
Incorrect Telephone Numbers

Concerns have been raised that some partner /stakeholders websites are still referencing 0345 DWP phone numbers which have been unavailable for some time. If you find this is the case with a partner /stakeholders, you work with please talk to them about updating the number(s).

GOV.UK is the place to find up to date contact numbers for all DWP services.
Jobcentres Funding to Support Homeless People

Jobcentres across the UK are to benefit from a boost of up to £3 million to support homeless people. The new funding will see jobcentre staff joining outreach teams on the streets to speak to people sleeping rough, helping them to claim their benefits, find new work, secure stable accommodation and direct them to additional support.
LA Welfare Direct Bulletin

The LA Welfare Direct bulletin provides information that affects Housing Benefit and other areas of DWP, to local authority staff.
Strategy for Veterans and Armed Forces Veterans

The ten year Strategy for our Veterans, published in November 2018, is jointly owned by the Governments of the UK and builds on the work of organisations across the public, private and charitable sectors. A consultation paper complements the Strategy for our Veterans, by gathering information to inform how it could be implemented across the UK except for devolved matters in Scotland and Wales.
Parental Bereavement Leave - Jack's Law

From 6 April, subject to Parliamentary approval of the legislation, Parental Bereavement Leave of  a minimum of 2 weeks’ will be a statutory right for all employed parents if they lose a child under the age of 18, or suffer a stillbirth from 24 weeks of pregnancy, irrespective of how long they have worked for their employer.

Parents with at least 26 weeks’ continuous service with their employer and weekly average earnings over the lower earning limit will also be entitled to Statutory Parental Bereavement Pay, or 90% of average weekly earnings where this is lower.
Veterans Railcard

Military veterans will get cut-price train travel to help boost job prospects and bring them closer to family and friends. Available from Armistice Day this year, the railcard will extend discounted train travel to the more than 830,000 veterans not covered by existing discounts.
Touchbase

Touchbase
 Now available on 
GOV.UK
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